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Aithough treated to a

COmP「ehensive engine

OVe「haul, the 1 974巾umph

丁「ident T1 50 used fo「 the

run is basicaily stock.

it seemed like it should be an

easy task, but I sti11 had to

execute a nea手Perfect run to

top this. Bart told me on stock

gearing I would need to run

for the mile, aS the bike hadn’t

been able to top 1 20mph with Thomas on board. Doing the math,

獲realized I am about 60 pounds heavier and much taller, With a lot

less skill, SO maybe it might not be that academic afte「 all?

1jm2 tロ賀⊥n

Unlike drag racing or road racing, When the sta巾er says ’’Go’’

On the Maxton Mile you don’t have to immediately launch from

the line, SO I take an extra breath, Slip the dutch while rewing the

engine to a point where I hope it won’t stall, and blast o任down

theWorld War II mnway in search of glory. Rolling up through first

geaL I scoot back as far as I can, and, Straining to bend my body

behind the gauges, realize I haven’t checked which one is the

tachometer. Knowing I need to sh距around 9,000 to 9,500rpm to

keep the 37・year-Old engine from tuming into a hand grenade, I

See the needle hit its mark just in time and shift up into second.

It grabs second as perfectly as any modem Japanese bike, and

the surge of acceleration is extremely respectable from such an

Old machine, aS is the addictive mix of engine and exhaust noise.

Scaming ahead, the bumpy surface has me bouncing around

On the seat as second becomes third, and sh軸ng into fourth, I

finally locate the timing boxes ahead in the distance.

Pushing the tachometer to 9,500rpm, I try to shri叫myself

down even more as the bars dance in my hands. I work overtime

to not back out to calm things down and select肥h gea「 Feeling

as if someone is gently pushing me backwards, =ry in vain to

Wring the throttle further open as the bike struggles to move the

tachometer needle over 7,000rpm. I engage in some weird imer

dialogue about whether I can get the bike to accelerate any more

before the timing lights, and all the hectic action of the past

minute seems to sIow almost to a standsti11 as I listen intently

for the sound of the engine picking up speed. Remembering a

mistake I made here last time - When I rolled off the throttle at

206mph after going by the first timing light, reducing my record

to 202.247 mph - I hold the throttle wide open until well beyond

the second light.

In the movies言WOuld have rolled off the throttle and sat up,

PunChing the air in a salute to the adoring crowd as a Hollywood

Starlet playing the devoted little woman waited with my trophy

Well言n the ongoing day~late-and・a・dollar-Shor[ adventures of

this pemiless scribe, I hold the throttle a little too Iong. Going

to apply the brakes ! can’t find the rear pedal with my foot, and

instead grab the throttle cable as it’s where I think the front brake

lever should be. Thinking it might have been a good idea to check

Where the brakes were before riding the bike, I Iook over to see
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